Rep. Tom Delay assails the APA's “lack of judgment" for publishing a study that condones some pedophilia.
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Hill joins pedophilia-study critics

Lawmakers urge professional journal to disavow report '

By Julia Duin

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

A controversial academic study
of -pedophilia ..was .roundly con-
-demneq yesterday by several con-
‘gressmen, “who.chastised the
American Psychological Associ-
ation for publishing its findings.

House Majority Whip Tom De-
Lay and GOP Reps. Matt Salmon
of Arizona, Joseph R. Pitts of
Pennsylvania and Dave Weldon of
Florida yesterday co-sponsored a
resolution calling on President
Clinton to join Congress in con-
demning the report, which sug-
gests that sex between adults and
Eklllildren may not always be harm-

“We as a society are not shocked
by anything anymore,” Mr. Salmon
said. “And now we have a so-called
credible psychological organi-
zation in this country that purports

to say that maybe sex with children

isn’t so bad.” PN L

Published last July in the APA’s
Psychological Bulletin, “A Meta-
Analytic Examination of Assumed
Properties of Child Sexual Abuse
Using College Samples” was roast-
ed by members of Congress and
- conservative activists for suggest-
ing lowering legal standards for
sexual abuse of children.

“The lack of judgment shown by
the American Psychological Asso-

_.BLA’s position.”

ciation in publishing it absolutely
confounds me,” said Mr. DeLay,
Texas Republican. “I will not
equivocate on this issue. Sexual ac-

tivity between an adult and a child’

is criminal all
CaSES."' b et s
He challenged the
it erred in publishing the article,
“and do it publicly,” he added, “so
that subscribers to the North
American Man/Boy Love Associ-
ation Web page and their defense
attorneys won’t quote your journal
in their closing arguments.”
NAMBLA, a pedophile group,
has touted the report as “good
news” in a press release and refers
to it twice on its Web site. That has
caused headaches for the APA.
“NAMBLA is distorting the re-
sults of this study,” APA spokeswo-
man Rhea Farberman said. “The
APA in no way supports NAM-

the time and in
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The House resolution escalated
the running battle between the
APA and conservative groups
since the story broke in early
March on Dom Giordano’s radio
talk show on WWDB-FM in Phila-
delphia. It was picked up by na-

tionally syndicated talk-show host -

Laura Schlessinger.

“What really terrifies me,” Miss
Schlessinger said yesterday by sat-
ellite feed from Los Angeles, “is
the idea that the . . . study will now

. dent at the University of Pennsyl-

be used to normalize pedophilia, to

change the legal system and fur-

ther destroy the family. . .. Itis the
_policy of the APA that scientific
- data should be used to influence
.public policy2. " g =l L E
s>+ The’APA will not retract the ar-
APA to admit

ticle, Miss Farberman said, but
does not endorse it.

“There’s nothing in this article :
that suggests pedophilia is not °
harmful” she said. “The article
tried to determine whether there
are varying degrees of harm, if the
child’s age, resiliency and family

" environment were factors.”

~ “I don’t get it,” Miss Schlessin- |
ger said. “If it’s science, then why °

_ aren’t they endorsing it? And if it :

is)n’t science, why did they publish
i?”

The APA released a statement
yesterday from the authors of the
study, Bruce Rind, a psychology
professor at Temple University;
Philip Tromovitch, a doctoral stu-

vania; and Robert Bauserman, a
psyc_hology professor at the Uni- !
versity of Michigan.

“If adverse childhood events are
found to be less psychologically
harmful than previously thought, i
or in some cases not measurably |
harmful at all, researchers have an
ethical duty to report this,” they |

wrote. i
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Article in Amer ican Psychologtcal Assoczalwn J()urnal Says F ew C'/u[d!en Harmed [f They Conseuled

Pro-Child Advocates Challenge Study Legitimizing Pedophilia

By JosepH A. D’ AGOSTINO

Infuriated by the American Psychological
Association’s publication of a study (hat says
lew children expericnce lasting “harm” from
molestation if they “consent” (o it, the Family
Rescarch Council (FRC) gathered congress-
men, scienlists and victims of pedophiles at
the National Press Club May 12 to rebut the
study.

Addressing the crowd via video, radio talk
show host Dr. Laura Schlessinger strongly
condemned the paper. The psychological
association has a made a point of saying that
it has made no “endorsement” of the study,
despite publishing it in the Psychological
Bulletin. “If it’s science,” asked Schlessinger,
“why aren’t they endorsing it? And if il’s not
science, why are they publishing it?”

The study’s authors researched whether
abused college students currently sufTer from
psychological harm because of their history of
sexual abuse as childien and concluded that
they rarely do if the abuse was “consensual,”
and especially if the abuse was between a man
and a boy. The study suggests that a “willing
[sexual] encounter” belween an adult and a
child should “be labeled simply *‘adult-child
sex,” a value-neutral lerm,” instead of “abuse.”

“A study which tells psychologists not Lo
assume that sex between nonrelated adults and
minors is harmlul is irresponsible,” said House

M. D’Agostine is an assistant editor of Husan
Evens.

Majority Whip Tom DeLay (R.-Tex.). “What [
am about to say is so self-evident that I never
would have imagined a need to say il,” said
Rep. Dave Weldon (R-Fla.). “It is morally
wrong for adults lo have sex with children.
Children are not capable of giving consent to
sexual encounters with adults.”

Schlessinger said powerful forces are at
work to undermine the consensus in Ameri-
can society that pedophilia is wrong. “Much
of Hollywood entertainment features border-
line pedophilia now,” she said. “The Amer-
ican Library Association discourages any use
of filters to protect children from sexually
explicit malterial. It even recommends [or
lecnagers a websile called ‘Go Ask Alice!”
which contains instructions on how (o clean a
cal-o’-nine-lails afler sadomasochistic sex.”

Same Tactics Were Used

To Impose Homosexuality
Richard Cohen, a member of the National
Association for Research and Therapy of
Homosexuality (NARTH), said that the
American Psychiatric Association and the

~ American Psychological Association are

moving toward the legitimization of pedophil-
ia. Both groups use a book prodiced by the
psychiatric association called the Diagnostic
and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders
(DSM), now in ils fourth edition. “First,

pedophilia was listed as a mental disorder,”
said Cohen, who said he experienced sexual
abuse as a child. “Now, in the DSM 1V, it is
listed as a disorder if it causcs personal men-
tal distress. This is the same pattern they used
on the way to normalizing homosexuality.”

In fact, the DSM now delines all mental
disorders subjectively: They are considered
disorders only if the subject is distressed or
impaired. Under “Pedophilia,” the DSM 1V,
published in 1994, lists three criteria for diag-
nosing a pedophile and states in the second
criterion that a pedophile should be diagnosed
as such only if his “[antasies, sexual urges, or
behaviors cause clinically significant distress
or impairment in social, occupational, or other
important arcas of functioning.”

In contrast, the previous version of the
DSM, the DSM IIIR (1987), has alimost
exactly the same criteria except that criterion
No. 2 says, “The person has acted on these

- urges, or is markedly distressed by them.”

Thus, in DSM 1V, acting out pedophiliac
urges no longer makes somcone ipso faclo a
pedophile.

Al the press conference, Rep. Matt Salmon
(R.-Ariz.) promised Lo introduce a resolution
condemning the study, called “A Melta-
Analytic Examination of Assumed Propertics
ol Child Sexual Abuse Using College
Samples.” Bob Flores, senior counsel [or the
FRC, pointed out that “this study will be used

Dr. Laura Schlessinger

in court” by defense lawyers because it was
published in a reputable journal.

Dr. Judith Reisman, author of Kumy
Crimes & Consequences, traced the increas-
ing acceptance of sexual deviancy among
American scientists and the public to Alfred
Kinsey, the famous researcher who published
books in the *40s and *50s claiming (hat sexu-
al deviancy was common. Reisman, who
pointed out that Kinsey’s study samples were
weighted heavily with prisoners and college
students, noted that “the sexual torture of
2,035 children” in the name of science [ormed
the basis for Kinscy's conclusion that children
from a very early age desire and scek out sex-
ual activily, and that this is perfectly normal.

For more information, call NARTH at
818-789-1801 and the Family Rescarch
Council at 202-393-2100.




